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Contestants in 1933 State Fair Spelling Bee 


Boys Win 1933 State Fair Spelling Bee 


BY KATHERINE M. COSGRAVE, 


For the first time in the history of the State 
Spelling Bee, the boys carried off all of the 
honors in the 1933 contest, held at the State 
Fair in Syracuse on September 5th. Although 
very much in the minority in the registration 
of contestants—the boys numbering 11 to 43 
girls — five of the boys took part in the final 
contest, in which they competed with three 
girls, and four came through victorious, leaving 
the girls without even a representative among 
The winner of the fourth 
who was the contestant 
from Niagara county, and to whom the $10 
prize awarded, is a full-blooded Indian 
from the Tuscarora Indian Reservation. 

The other prize winners were: first, $50 and 
the silver cup given by the Onondaga Hotel at 
Syracuse, Courtney B. Lawson, Chautauqua 


the prize winners. 
prize, Thomas Green, 


was 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, 


STATE FAIR SPELLING BE 
George 
third, 


Chautauqua second, $25, 
Whalen, Dover Plains, 
$15, John Cullinan, Oswego, 
The first prize winner, who is but 12 years old, 


100 per cent even 


county ; 
Dutchess county ; 
Oswego county. 


maintained his standing of 
in the final test of 25 extremely difficult words. 

As the contestants took their places, Commis- 
Agriculture and Markets Charles H. 
as head of the 


sioner of 
Baldwin, under whose direction, 
State Fair, the contest was held, introduced to 
them Charles S. Wilson, of Hall, N. Y., 
member of the Federal Farm Board at Wash- 
father of the 


former 


ington, who was state spelling 
bee idea and sponsor of the early contests, at 
which time he was Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture of New York State. Mr Wilson gave an 
interesting review of the starting of the spelling 


bees and of the first contests held, telling of 
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the many difficulties that were met with and 
contrasting the facilities available at that time 
with those of today with the accommodations 
afforded by the new Boys’ and Girls’ Building. 

Commissioner Baldwin then introduced to the 
boys and girls their associate and announcer 
for the day, Dr Hermann Cooper, associate in 
higher education of the State Education Depart- 
ment, who substituted in this capacity for 
Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Edu- 
cation. 

With his natural geniality and a sympathetic 
understanding of the ordeal ahead of the 
youngsters seated before him, Doctor Cooper 
urged the boys and girls to ask to have a word 
pronounced or defined a second or even a third 
time if they were in any doubt as to the word 
given; and, with instructions that they give 
close attention to him, he preceeded with the 
first list of 50 words, in a written test. When 
the judges had corrected and rechecked the 
papers they reported as follows: There were 
27 perfect papers — half of the number handed 
in; 18 on which one word was misspelled; 
three with two words; three with three words; 
and one each with four, five and 11 words. 

In this test the word “ discretion” caused the 
most trouble, having been misspelled on 11 
papers. There was an apparent lack of f:mili- 
arity with this word and its meaning, for 
although Doctor Cooper pronounced and defined 
it several times it was spelled “ disgression” 
or “discression” on several papers, clearly 
indicating that these contestants did not 
“know” the word. Other words quite com- 
monly misspelled were: promenade (spelled 
“prominade” on a number of papers), 
venience, excellence, efficiency and persuasion. 


con- 


After luncheon had been served in the cafe- 
teria, the counties whose representatives re- 
ceived 100 per cent in this first test were 
announced by Doctor Cooper, and the contest- 
ants from these counties took their places for 
an oral test of 150 words, the counties repre- 
sented being Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautau- 
qua, Clinton, Columbia, Cortland, Dutchess, 
Erie, Franklin, Fulton, Genesee, Greene, Jeffer- 
son, Madison, Nassau, Niagara, Onondaga, 
Oswego, Otsego, Rockland, St Lawrence, Sara- 
toga, Steuben, Tompkins, Wayne, Wyoming 
and Yates. Only one fatality resulted from 


this test, the girl from Clinton county, Mildred 
Eldridge, 
* portiere.” 


omitting the final “e” from 
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Following a _ short intermission, Doctor 
Cooper, armed with another list of 50 words, 
gave a written test to the 26 contestants. These 
words were slightly more difficult than the 
preceding tests and took a toll of 12, of which 
number, five misspelled one word; two, two 
words; two, three words; and one each, four, 

The chief stumbling 
pernicious, significance, 


seven and eight words. 
blocks this time were: 
dearth, personnel, loathsome and ennoble. 

The contest then took the form of another 
oral “spell-down” from a list of 150 words, 
in which there was not one casualty, in spite 
of the fact that the latter was broadcast over 
station WFBL, Syracuse, and each contestant 
was asked to step to the microphone and pro- 
nounce and spell the word allotted to him, the 
first time giving his name and the county 
represented. This added somewhat to the ten- 
sion of the situation, but each boy and girl 
seemed to be right on his or her mettle and 
all came through with flying colors. In this 
test it so happened that in three instances the 
word that came to the Indian boy to spell was 
a catchy one, but instead of becoming confused, 
he took his time, asked to have the word pro- 
nounced again, and when perfectly sure of his 
ground, spelled the word correctly. 

This test was followed by an intermission, 
during which entertainment was provided in 
the form of music and a program of magic. 
Then Doctor Cooper tested the 14 remaining 
contestants on a list of 75 words. This mowed 
down six, leaving eight survivors in the con- 
test — five boys and three girls. In this latter 
test, Marjorie Latta, of Greene county, mis- 
spelled but one word, “ resplendent,” substitut- 
ing an “a” for the “e” in the final syllable. 
Charles McCollester of Franklin county and 
Ruth Cline of Erie county misspelled two words 
each; Frances George, Otsego county girl, and 
Betty Lou Wootton, Yates county entrant, 
three words each; ‘and Hilda Wills, Madison 
county representative, seven words. 


With five boys and three girls left to com- 
pete for honors, interest in the contest became 
very keen, and there was much conjecture as 
to the possible winners, the general opinion 
being that two boys and two girls would carry 
off the prizes. Entering enthusiastically into 
the spirit of rivalry, the eight contestants gave 
strict attention to Doctor Cooper as he pro- 
nounced the 25 words that finally decided their 


fate. These were words not included in the 





























BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 


printed list and were indeed a test of spelling 
ability. The judges corrected these papers 
very carefully, even checking them a second 
and third time, since the competition was so 
close. Almost unbelievably, the boy from 
Chautauqua county, Courtney Lawson, had 
spelled every word correctly. George Whalen 
of Dutchess county misspelled two words; John 
Cullinan of Oswego county, three words; 
Thomas Green of Niagara county, four words; 
Charles Atwater, Nassau county contestant, 
and Margaret Penzer from Saratoga county, 
each five words; Betty Gohl, Columbia county 
representative, six words, and Anna Kral, 
Wyoming county girl, nine words. This decided 
the contest in favor of the first four boys with 


the girls going down in complete defeat. This 
final test comprised the following words: 
auxiliary, equinoctial, penitentiary, shellac, 


magnanimity, indispensable, annihilate, immeas- 
urable, succinct, rhinoceros, perennial, liquefy, 
scrupulous, infallible, conscientious, macaroon, 
tyrannical, silhouette, convalescent, desiccated, 
malefactor, panacea, repellant, gratuitous and 
jeopardize. 

The following school superintendents acted 
as judges and assistants to Doctor Cooper in 
the 1933 contest: James G. Pratt, Sherman, 
Chautauqua county; Arthur T. Hamilton, 
North Harpersfield, Delaware county; William 
R. Buell, East Aurora, Erie county; George 
H. Smith, Cuba, Allegany county; Mrs Mattie 
J. P. Cutler, Upper Jay, Essex county; and 
Kathaleen I. Osborne, North Creek, Warren 


county. 

The contestants, with the county represented, 
were: 

County Name Address 
Albany Margaret Barna Cohoes 
Allegany Jean Ellis Bolivar 
Broome Ruby Avis Vestal 
Cattaraugus Mary Chambers Hinsdale 
Cayuga Evelyn Jones Aurora 
Chautauqua Courtney B. Lawson Chautauqua 
Chemung Helen Jacque elmira 
Chenango Virginia Whitman Greene : 
Clinton Mildred Eldridge Rouses Point 
Columbia Betty Gohl Hudson 
Cortland Audrey O'Donnell Tully — 
Delaware Eleanor M. Smith Franklin 
Dutchess George Whalen Dover Plains 
Erie Ruth L, Cline Blasdell 
Essex Georgeanne Bigalow Port Henry 
Franklin Charles McCollister Chateaugay 
Fulton Kenneth Gilmaier Hagaman 
Genesee Elizabeth Bennett Le Roy | 
Greene Marjorie Latta Coxsackie 
Hamilton Ruth Galusha Indian Lake 
Herkimer G. Janett Petrie East Herkimer 

efferson Vera Hilts Chaumont 

ewis Howard Camp Lowville 
Livingston Johanna Sennewald Geneseo 
Madison Hilda J. Wells Perryville 
Monroe Victor Tofany Coldwater 
Montgomery Betty Beers Amsterdam 
Nassau Charles Atwater Plandome 
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County Name Address 
Niagara Thomas Green Sanborn 
Onondaga — Stier Syracuse 
Ontario uth E. Chapin Holcomb 
Orange Evelyn Fond Rock Tavern 
Oswego John Cullinan Oswego 
Otsego Frances Mae George Rockdale 
Putnam Ruth Bolam Brewster 
Rensselaer Marguerite Barrett Valley Falls 
Rockland Beatrice Aronson Nyack 
St Lawrence Shirley Glover St Regis Falls 
Saratoga Margaret Penzer Saratoga Springs 
Schoharie Josephine Rich Seward 
Schuyler ‘redericka M. 

Brown Watkins Glen 
Seneca Lloyd Robbins Seneca Falls 
Steuben Barbara Parkhurst 

Dudley Bath 
Suffolk Henrietta Bamberger Smithtown Branch 
Sullivan Nannette Alberman Thompsonville 
Tioga : Mary L. Christian Nichols 
Tompkins Jeanette Avery Ithaca 
Ulster Mae Tannenbaum High Falls 
Warren Lea Virta ake George 
Washington Margaret I. McClel- 

a lan Cambridge 
Wayne Dawn Bean Palmyra 
Westchester Elizabeth Steinmetz Montrose 
Wyoming Anna Kra Gainesville 
Yates Betty Lou Wootton Penn Yan 

—(- —- 


Literacy Law Material 
Is Sent by Department 


All necessary supplies for carrying out the 
provisions of the Election Law relative to the 
literacy requirement for new voters are being 
forwarded to superintendents throughout the 
State. The supplies consist of a bulletin con- 
taining regulations and directions governing the 
issuance of certificates of literacy and the con- 
duct of the New York State Regents literacy 
tests, Regents literacy tests, scoring keys, in- 
structions for examiners, certificates of literacy, 
schedule for issuance of certificates of literacy, 
posters and other report forms. The posters 
should be placed on the outside of school 
buildings in which certificates of literacy are 
issued and tests conducted. It is suggested that 
superintendents prepare smaller signs or pla- 
cards to be used inside the buildings directing 
the new voters to the appropriate room or 
rooms. 

The Regents Rules, which were amended in 
September 1932, and the directions of the 
Commissioner of Education are to be care- 
fully observed by all examiners appointed by 
a superintendent to conduct the tests and issue 
certificates. 

Five different tests are being sent to each 
superintendent in whose district personal regis- 
tration is required; three different tests are 
being sent to each district superintendent. This 
procedure has been adopted to comply with 
Regents Rule 153. 
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Convocation Program Arouses Wide Interest 


Widespread interest has been aroused by the 
announcement of the program for the sixty- 
ninth Convocation of The University of the 
State of New York to be held on October 12th 
and 13th in Chancellors Hall of the State Edu- 
cation Building at Albany. The Convocation 
will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
establishment of the University on May 1, 1874, 
and will have the appropriate central theme, 
“The State’s Educational System —Its Evolu- 
tion and Development.” Distinguished leaders 
of educational thought will speak at the three 
sessions. 

Dr John Huston Finley, formerly President 
of The University of the State of New York 
and State Commissioner of Education, now 
associate editor of the New York Times, and 
Dr Rush Rhees, president of the University of 
Rochester, will be the speakers at the first ses- 
sion, to be held on the evening of Thursday, 
October 12th. The subject of Doctor Finley’s 
address will be “The Invisible University.” 
President Rhees will discuss “ Liberal Education 
— Then and Now.” This session will be opened 
by Acting Chancellor James Byrne. The Rev- 
erend Aloysius J. Hogan, president of Fordham 
University, will pronounce the invocation. 

The impressive ceremonies of conferring 
honorary degrees will take place at this session 
and at the closing session on the afternoon of 
October 13th. In accordance with academic cus- 
tom the names of those to whom this honor will 
be paid will not be announced in advance. Dr 
Frank Pierrepont Graves, President of the Uni- 
versity and State Commissioner of Education, 
will present the diplomas in behalf of the Board 
of Regents. 

Following the first session the Board of 
Regents and the Commissioner of Education 
will tender a reception to the delegates and 
invited guests in the rotunda of the State Edu- 
cation Building. The a cappella choir of the 
Glens Falls High School will sing at this recep- 
tion and at each session of the Convocation. 

The Friday morning session will begin at 
9.30 o’clock and will be opened by Regent Wil- 
liam Leland Thompson. The speakers at this 
session will be Dr Marvin S. Pittman, director 
of teacher training at the Michigan State 
Normal School, Ypsilanti, whose subject is 
“The Evolution of the American Rural 
School”; Dr Herbert S. Weet, superintendent 
of schools at Rochester, who will speak on 


“The Three R’s of Yesterday and the Fads 
and Frills of Today”; and Dr Leonard V. 
Koos, professor of secondary education at the 
University of Chicago, who will discuss “ The 
Rise of the American High School.” 

At the afternoon session Dr Abram R. Bru- 
bacher, president of the New York State Col- 
lege for Teachers at Albany, will speak on 
“ The Twentieth Century Teacher”; Dr George 
D. Strayer, professor of educational adminis- 
tration at Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, will discuss “ The Ability and the Obli- 
gation of the State To Support Education”; 
and Dr Samuel P. Capen, chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo, will give an address on 
“ Professional Education in America.” 

Acting Chancellor Byrne will adjourn the 
Convocation following the benediction by the 
Reverend Boothe C. Davis, president emeritus 
of Alfred University. 


o_o o-—— 


Retirement System Reports 
Membership of 43,715 


Membership in the New York State Teachers 
Retirement System totaled 43,715 on July 1, 
1933, according to the annual report of the 
Retirement Board. The number of annuitants 
at the end of the year was 3410. 

Commenting on the report, Charles H. 
Cheney, president of the board, says: 


The Retirement Board is much gratified in 
being able to report to the 43,000 or more 
members that notwithstanding four years of 
great economic strain the financial condition of 
the system remains sound. 

This fact is due in no small measure to the 
conservative administration strictly adhered to 
by the Board ever since the law became effec- 
tive August 1, 1921. 

The report shows that unusual credit is due 
those most directly charged with investments. 

The severe test the system is now being sub- 
jected to proves beyond doubt the excellence 
of our method regarding contributions, and the 
advantage of a reserve plan. 

The board desires to repeat and emphasize 
a necessary caution to all members and others 
interested in the financial stability of the Retire- 
ment System to the effect that no attempts be 
made to liberalize the law; it is now doing all 
it promised and can not take on more obliga- 
tions with its present income. In fact, it is 
already sufficiently liberal. 

Members must bear in mind the necessity for 
properly protecting the fund. 
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College Group Will Discuss Continuity in Education 


“Continuity of Education in Secondary 
School and College” will be the theme of the 
annual meeting of the State Association of 
Colleges and Universities, to be held on October 
12th in the Ten Eyck Hotel in Albany, in con- 
nection with the University Convocation. Dr 
Samuel P. Capen, chancellor of the University 
of Buffalo and president of the Association, will 
preside. 





Chancellor Harry W. Chase 


The principal speakers at the morning session 
will be Dr William S. Learned of the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 
who will present the secondary school view, and 
Dr Herbert E. Hawkes, dean of Columbia 
College, Columbia University, who will present 
the college view. The discussion will be led by 
members of the committees of the State Associ- 
ation of Colleges and Universities, and the 
Associated Academic Principals. 

A luncheon meeting will be held in honor of 
Dr Harry W. Chase, newly appointed Chan- 
cellor of New York University. The Board 
of Regents and the Commissioner of Education 


will attend. Doctor Chase will make the princi- 
pal address. 

Superintendents of schools and elementary 
and secondary school principals, as well as 
college representatives, are invited to attend the 
meeting and the luncheon. Reservations for the 
luncheon should be made in advance with Dr 
Harlan H. Horner, Assistant Commissioner for 
Higher Education. 

The program committee for the meeting con- 
sists of: Dr Henry T. Moore, president of 
Skidmore College, chairman; Dr James L. 
Meader, president of Russell Sage College; Dr 
Murray Bartlett, president of Hobart College. 


Attendance Division Summarizes 
School Census and Enrolment 


Facts regarding school census and enrolment 
in New York State for the school year 1932-33 
are given in a duplicated pamphlet, copies of 
which have been distributed by the Attendance 
and Child Accounting Division to superintend- 
ents of schools. The pamphlet enables a super- 
intendent to compare census facts in a particular 
community with median conditions in New 
York State. This year’s tabulation has four 
illustrative charts. A limited number of copies 
are available for distribution upon application 
to the Attendance and Child Accounting 
Division. 

Giving approximate figures, since the New 
York City school census is only an estimate, 
the tabulation shows that in 1932-33 there were 
3,522,878 children in New York State from 
birth to 18 years of age, of whom 2,495,607, or 
70.8 per cent, were attending school. The 
number attending public school at home was 
1,979,928, or 56.2 per cent, and those attending 
private or parochial schools in their home dis- 
tricts numbered 366,098, or 10.3 per cent, while 
149,531, or 4.2 per cent, attended elsewhere than 
in their home districts. The number of children 
on the census under seven years of age and 
not attending school was 908,903, or 25.8 per 
cent. A total of 7046 on the census were 
exempted from attendance because of physical 
or mental or physical and mental conditions. 
Nonresidents in attendance in the public schools 
totaled 151,293. 
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Survey Shows What the Junior High School Accomplishes 


“Does the issue not, then, narrow itself to 
a choice between greater accuracy and better 
mastery of the formal skills and knowledges, 
on the one hand, and the more significant devel- 
opment of the great life habits and attitudes 
of initiative, reliability, cooperation and lead- 
ership coupled with greater excellence in the 
more cultural aspects of the curriculum, litera- 
ture, reading and the skilful use of the language 
arts?” In these words Dr Harry P. Smith, 
director of research in the Syracuse public 
schools, sums up his conclusions in a recent 
study of the “Comparative Efficiency of the 
Junior High School vs. the Conventional Eight- 
Grade Elementary School.” 

Senior high school teachers 
expressed doubt that the preparation which 
pupils received in the junior high schools 
constituted so firm a foundation as that secured 
in the eight-grade schools. Challenged by this 
and by the findings of a study of scholastic 
achievement as measured by teachers’ marks in 
which it was shown that pupils from eight- 
grade schools made better marks in their 
sophomore year in senior high school than did 
pupils from junior high schools, Doctor Smith 
determined to make further study of this 
problem. Inspiration came from a statement 
of Dr W. W. Coxe, Director of the Educa- 
tional Research Division of the State Educa- 
tion Department, “As a matter of policy it 
seems to me that it is always very bad to judge 
the lower institutions in terms of preparation 
for the higher. . . . The whole idea, to my 
mind, is not so much that of getting pupils to 
a high standard by the time they are ready to 
enter the senior high school as it is in deter- 
mining whether or not the lower school is 
meeting the needs of all its pupils and giving 
them training which is socially valuable in 
contrast to that training which may be of par- 
ticular significance to the higher school.” 
Accordingly it was decided that the problem 
should be attacked from the point of view of 
relative results in terms of their worth to the 
child at the level at which the training was 
received, or in terms of certain character and 
personality traits which carry over. Two 
studies were therefore undertaken, the first 


had _ frankly 


involving the relative achievement of children 


in the eighth grades of both types of schools 
in the formal skills and knowledges, and the 
second including the measurement of certain 
habits, attitudes and traits of the pupils of a 
senior high school which draws from schools 
of both types. 

In study 1 achievement tests in reading, 
spelling, language usage, literature, history and 
civics, geography, physiology and hygiene and 
arithmetic were given to pupils of eighth grades 
in junior high schools and conventional eight- 
grade schools. Only such schools were used 
whose median mental age and _ intelligent 
quotient were approximately equal in order to 
eliminate any possibility of one group excelling 
another because of greater native ability. 

The results indicate, “ That schools of the 
conventional type present the formal skills and 
knowledges involved in the curriculum more 
thoroughly than does the less conventional 
modern junior high school. But it is signifi- 
cant that in literature, the various types of 
reading, in language usage and in physiology 
and hygiene the junior high school surpasses 
the conventional eight-grade schools.” 

The second study involved the rating of 
senior high school pupils on habits of industry, 
accuracy, initiative, reliability, cooperation and 
leadership. Each teacher who came into con- 
tact with a pupil rated him in as many of these 
habits as she felt competent to judge. This 
resulted in at least three ratings for each pupil 
on each attitude. Composite ratings were then 
made for each pupil. These were tabulated 
according to the school from which the pupil 
came. The results were significantly in favor 
of the junior high schools in reliability, co- 
operation and leadership. In industry and 
accuracy the pupils from the eight-grade type 
of school excelled. 

Doctor Smith points out the close relationship 
in schools of the eight-grade type between 
excellence in the most formal subjects in the 
curriculum, spelling and arithmetic, and the 
habits of industry and accuracy. He concludes, 
therefore, that we must choose what we desire 
more for our adolescents, greater accuracy and 
better mastery of the formal skills, or the more 
significant development of highly desirable life 
habits and attitudes. 
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Department Publications 


New publications issued recently by the State 
Education Department include the following: 


Elementary Education 
The Use of Textbooks. Informal Teaching 


Series, Circular 3. 12p. 5 cents 

Discusses the textbook as a tool of learning, the 
choice and use of textbooks in representative ele- 
mentary schools, and the results of the use of 
textbooks. 


Cooperative Room Activities. Informal Teach- 


ing Series, Circular 4. 17p. 5 cents. 

“An analysis of procedure whereby skilled teach- 
ers help children to grow in capacity for self-control 
and self-guidance in the arrangement and decoration 
of their room, in formal and informal expression of 
their own thought and feeling, and in the planning 
and judging of those activities in which they work 
together.” Foreword. 


Handbook for Rural Elementary Schools, The 
— Studies Group. Curriculum Bulletin 
No. 2. 235p. 25 cents. 

Includes the essence of the several state syllabuses 
in history, geography, civics or citizenship, and in 
addition, material for character education, and a 
social studies program for grades 1, 2 and 3. Out- 
lines a_ program for grouping of classes and the 
alternation of subject matter by years. 


Secondary Education 
High School Principals’ Certificates. 8p. 5 


cents 
Regulations for the training and certification of 
high school principals, effective September 1, 1934. 


Selected Annotated Bibliography on the General 
Phases of Secondary Education for Use by 
Teachers and Supervisors. Bulletin 1024. 


24p. 5 cents. 


Prepared by a subcommittee cooperating with the 
Committee on Secondary School Problems of the 
Associated Academic Principals. Brief and carefully 
annotated, 


The Teaching of Second Year Latin. By C. L. 
Wood and H. G. Thompson. 15p. 5 cents. 


Treats the second year work under the following 
headings: vocabulary, inflections, principles of syn- 
tax, word formation, Latin readings, composition, 
Roman background, collateral reading. 


Research 


Development of State Support of Education in 
New York State. By Wayne W. Soper. 
Bulletin 1019. 69p. 25 cents. 

Traces state support of education from colonial 
days to the present, showing the continuity of de- 
velopment and the long-term movements that have 
led to the present degree and quality of state support. 
Points out that the decade from 1920 to 1930 marks 
the most significant stage in the development of 
state support. 


Directed Study. A Review of the Theory and 
an Analysis of the Practices in New York 


State Schools. By Warren W. Coxe. Bulle- 
tin 1025. 52p. 10 cents. 

Presents a general picture of the average pro- 
visions made in New York State for directing study 
in junior and senior high schools, and discusses 
some of the better practices. Concludes that directed 
study is given consideration by most high school 
teachers but it is little developed and frequently 
badly organized. 

Visual Instruction 
Feet and Their Care. Study 62 of the Visual 


Instruction Division. 29p. 10 cents. 

Prepared by Dr Florence A, Sherman, formerly 
assistant medical inspector of schools, New York 
State Education Department, assisted by Lillie R. 
Goodridge, Plattsburg State Normal School. Stresses 
importance of foot hygiene. 

The Four Seasons of the Intermediate Climatic 
3elts. Study R1 of the Visual Instruction 
Division. 18p. 10 cents. 

Four sets of slides prepared especially for those 
rural schools that are making a thorough and effec- 
tive use of screen pictures in presenting studies 
objectively. 


Glaciers and Glacial Phenomena. Study 13 of 
the Visual Instruction Division. 37p. 10 


cents. 


Lists the complete collection of slides in this field. 
Study notes by Professor O. D. Von Engeln of 
Cornell University. 

Law 


Duties of Officers of Common School Districts. 


Law Pamphlet 4 revised. 30p. 5 cents. 


Revised edition lists duties of trustees, clerks, 
collectors and treasurers. 


—o 


Building Plans Approved 

Plans approved by the School Buildings and 
Grounds Division of the Department include 
the following: 

Haverstraw, boiler and heating plant instal- 
lation or repairs; approved September 12th 

District 20, Onondaga, Onondaga county, 
change in the heating and ventilating system 
of new two-teacher school; supplemental ap- 
proval September 26th 


October 27th Is Anniversary of 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Birth 


October 27th is the 75th anniversary of the 
birth of Theodore Roosevelt. A suggested pro- 
gram for observing the event may be obtained 
from the Woman's Roosevelt Memorial Asso- 
ciation, with headquarters at Roosevelt House, 
28 East 20th street, New York City. 
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Highway Safety 


The attention of school teachers and officials 
is called to the amendment of the Vehicle and 
Traffic Law passed by the 1933 Legislature, 
which requires pedestrians upon a public high- 
way to walk to the left side of the road. The 
amended section of the law reads as follows: 

Pedestrians walking or remaining on the 
paved portion, or traveled part of a roadway 
shall be subject to, and comply with, the rules 
governing vehicles, with respect to meeting and 
turning out, except that such pedestrians shall 
keep to the left of the center line thereof, and 
turn to their left instead of right side thereof, 
so as to permit all vehicles passing them in 
either direction to pass on their right. Such 
pedestrians shall not be subject to the rules 
governing vehicles as to giving signals. 

A sharp downward trend in New York State 
automobile accidents for the first seven months 
of 1933 has been announced by Charles A. 
Harnett, Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. 

In comparison with the corresponding period 
for 1932, there were 138 fewer fatalities, 5723 
fewer accidents and 7574 fewer persons injured. 

“This is a very encouraging situation,” Com- 
missioner Harnett declared, “and with the 
continued cooperation of motorists and pedes- 
trians I feel sure the record can be further 
improved.” 

To continue the downward trend, Commis- 
sioner Harnett pointed out that there must be 
special care and caution during the coming 
months now that children have returned to 
school. The motorist has a special duty to 
exercise unusual care and diligence driving 
over streets upon which children are playing 
or going to school. Parents and school teachers 
are urged to impress upon children the danger 
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arising from the use of streets as a playground, 
as well as the necessity for using special care 
in crossing streets. 

“Safety is not achieved by a single effort 
or warning,” he said. “It can only be ac- 
complished by constant repetition, thus drilling 
into the minds of children the serious results 
of failing to observe the rules of safety which 
have been laid down for their welfare. As we 
enter the fall period it is my earnest request 
that all agencies exert supreme effort in con- 
tinuing the excellent record which has been 
established during 1933 in overcoming motor 
vehicle accidents.” 


Grade Examinations 


The district superintendents’ grade examina- 
tions will not be given in January 1933. The 
June examinations will be given as in the past. 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 

University Convocation, Albany, October 12th- 
13th 

State Association of Colleges and Universities, 
Albany, October 12th 

New York State Teachers Association, northern 
district, Potsdam, October 6th; southern dis- 
trict, Binghamton, October 6th-7th; central 
district, Syracuse, October 20th; eastern 
district, Troy, October 19th-20th; south- 
eastern district, New York City, October 
27th; central western district, Rochester, 
November 3d—4th; western district, Buf- 
falo, November 3d—4th; northeastern district, 
Plattsburg, October 5th—6th 

Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, De- 
cember 27th-29th 

New York State School Boards Association, 
Syracuse, October 30th-3lst 

Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., 
Cleveland, Ohio, February 24th-—March Ist 

Teachers’ conferences: first district of Allegany 
county, Fillmore, October 5th; seventh dis- 
trict of St Lawrence county, Potsdam, 
October 6th; first district of Nassau county, 
Valley Stream, October 6th; third district of 
Livingston county, Geneseo, October 13th; 
first district of Cortland county, Cortland, 
October 16th 
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Attendance Percentage Slightly Lower 


A median attendance percentage of 94.81 for 
the State as a whole during the school year 
1932-33 is reported by Charles L. Mosher, 
Director of the Attendance and Child Account- 
ing Division of the Department. This is 
slightly less than the 1931-32 mark of 95.06. 
The percentage in 1930-31 was 94.96; in 
1929-30, 94.4; in 1928-29, 93.8. 

The lower record in 1932-33 than in 1931-32 
was to be expected, Mr Mosher points out in 
discussing some of the effects of unemploy- 
ment upon school attendance. The number of 
children attending school increased considerably 
since many of the graduates of 1932 remained 
in school, being unable to secure employment, 
and many graduates of former years returned 
for the same reason. At the same time, Mr 
Mosher explains, attendance is less regular for 
many pupils during difficult periods than it is 
under normal conditions. Parents are less able 
to supply the food, clothes and books necessary, 
and in some instances the health of children 
suffers. 

“While it would be out of order,” he said, 
“to attribute variation in the record as neces- 
sarily due to unemployment and to nothing else, 
it undoubtedly was a major influence.” 

The median monthly records for the State 
follow: 

SUPERVISORY 


CITIES VILLAGES DISTRICTS STATE 
1931-32..... 95.39 95.14 94.93 95.06 
1932-33..... 94.93 94.80 94.77 94.81 
1932-33 loss. 46 .34 .16 .25 


In the following tabulation “high” indicates 
the highest record; “low” the lowest record 
attained during any month in the year in any 
unit of each group of districts; “ median” the 
median record of the monthly percentages 
attained. The high and low records show the 
range between the best attendance and the 
poorest attendance. 


SCHOOL CITIES VILLAGES 
YEAR High Med. Low High Med. Low 
1928-29..... 98 94.20 79 99 94.40 78 
1929-30..... 99 94.80 83 99 94.80 8&5 
1930-31..... 98 95.42 84 99 95.18 81 
1931-32..... 99 95.39 &4 99 95.14 80 
1932-33..... 99 94.93 81 99 94.80 84 
SCHOOL SUPERVISORY DISTRICTS STATE 
YEAR High Med. Low High Med. Low 
1928-29..... 98 93.50 65 99 93.80 65 
1929-30..... 98 94.00 83 99 94.40 83 
1930-31..... 99 94.77 80 99 94.96 80 
1931-32..... 99 94.93 79 99 95.06 79 


1932-33..... 98 94.77 78 99 94.81 78 


A study of the month-by-month records in 
cities, villages and supervisory districts discloses 
interesting facts. 

March of 1932 was one of the worst months 
for attendance, due to storms, floods and 
epidemics, that the State has experienced, the 
record for the State being 4.76 per cent lower 
than in March 1933. As might be expected, 
the conditions cited were felt most in super- 
visory districts, next in villages and least in 
cities. 

In 1932-33, from September to January, 
inclusive, only one month produced a_ better 
record than that in the preceding year and that 
was September and in supervisory districts only. 
January 1933 was a particularly disastrous 
month, probably on account of severe weather 
and unpreparedness for relief. By February, 
conditions were better. 

Comparison of the records of 1931-32 and 
1932-33 indicates also that conditions were 
most difficult in cities, slightly less so in vil- 
lages and considerably less in supervisory dis- 
tricts than in either cities or villages. 

School systems with attendance records of 
96 or above follow: 


Cities Villages 
*Corning, 13 .... 97.2 *Dansville ...... 96.1 
Cortland ....... 96.5 East Rochester . 96.3 
DE stsceecae 96.0 Elmira Heights . 97.1 
Lackawanna .... 96.5 ee 96.0 
**Little Falls..... 96.0 aie 97.3 
Ogdensburg .... 96.5 Hoosick Falls .. 96.1 
Salamanca ..... 96.5 Johnson City ... 96.6 
Massena ....... 96.3 
**Saugerties ..... 96.7 
**Scotia . oa = 
**Tupper Lake ... 96.8 
Supervisory Districts 

Cattaraugus, 4.. 96.2 *St Lawrence, 1. 96.2 
**Chemung, 2,.... 96.8 Steuben, 1...... 96.1 
Herkimer, 3.... 96.3 Steuben, 7...... 96.4 
Livingston, 3.... 96.5 Wayne, 1...... %6.0 

“Sh  Beesas< 96.6 


* Were on list for 1931-32. 
** Were on list for 1930-31 and 1931-32. 


Regarding the prospects for improved attend- 
ance in 1933-34, Mr Mosher said: 


With employment of 14 and 15-year-old 
children practically eliminated by federal order 
and through the broader acceptance of the belief 
that industry has little opportunity of value for 
minors of 14, 15 or 16 years, we may look 
forward to further increase in registration in 
the schools and, barring unusual weather and 
health conditions, to a marked improvement in 
the attendance record during 1933-34. 
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State Library Suggests Reading List of New Books 


With winter evenings ahead and the prospect 
of hours indoors which can be given to reading, 
there are always in the fall indications of a 
rather general desire to know which of the 
newer books will repay reading. Already clubs 
for home reading are being formed among 
school faculties and other like-minded groups, 
and requests have come to the New York State 
Library for advice in selecting a reading list. 
To meet such a need, the book information sec- 
tion of the State Library suggests the follow- 
ing titles which include books for information 
and for diversion. 


—0o—— 


Current Topics 
Angell, Sir Norman. From chaos to control. 
Appleton-Century. $2 
Forman, H. J. Our movie made children. 
Macmillan. $2.50 
Hambidge, Gove. 


Time to live. McGraw. 


$1.50 

Hoover, C. B. Germany enters the third 
Reich. Macmillan. $2.50 

Jacks, L. P. Education through recreation. 
Harper. $1.50 

Roosevelt, F. D. Looking forward. Day. 
$2.50 

Nicolson, Harold. Peacemaking 1919. Hough- 
ton. $4.50 


Popular Science 

Cheesman, Evelyn. Hunting insects in the 
South Seas. Ballou. $3 

Ditmars, R. L. Thrills of a naturalist’s quest. 
Macmillan. $3.50 

Roule, Louis. Fishes: their journeys and 
migrations; trans. by Conrad Elphinstone. 
Norton. $3.7 


wn 


Literature 


Anderson, Maxwell. Both 
French. $2 
Pulitzer prize play of 1933. 
De La Mare, Walter. The fleeting and other 
poems. Knopf. $2.50 
Hard, Walter. 


A mountain township. Har- 
court. $2 


Poems. 
Housman, A. E. Name and nature of poetry. 


Macmillan. $1 
Repplier, Agnes. 
ton. $2.75 


your houses. 


To think of tea! Hough- 


Essays 


Woolf, Virginia. The second common 
reader. Harcourt. $3 
Essays. 
Wylie, E. H. Collected poems of Elinor 
Wylie. Knopf. $3.50 
Description and Travel 
Bone, A. H. Bowsprit ashore. Doubleday. 


$2.50 
Bradova, Mme A. P. Sardinian sideshow; 
tr. from the Swedish. Dutton. $3 
Brooks, C. S. English spring. Harcourt. $3 
Ferguson, Harvey. Rio Grande. Knopf. $3 
Hall, D. J. Enchanted sand. Morrow. $3 


Merrick, Elliott. True north. Scribner. 
$2.75 
Wilkinson, Walter. The peep show. Stokes. 
$2 ea. 
Vagabonds and puppets. 
Biography 
Chase, M. E. A goodly heritage. Holt. $3 
Gorman, H. S. The Scottish queen. Farrar. 


$3.50 
Harrison, G. B. 
beth. Holt. $3 


Shakespeare under Eliza- 


Newberry, Julia. Julia Newberry’s diary. 
Norton. $2.50 

O’Sullivan, Maurice. Twenty years a-grow- 
ing. Viking. $2.50 

Stein, Gertrude. Autobiography of Alice B. 
Toklas. Harcourt. $3.50 


Sutherland, Halliday. 
Morrow. $2.75 
Waln, Nora. House of exile. 
Monthly Press bks) Little. $3 
Zweig, Stefan. Marie Antoinette; tr. by 


Arches of the years. 


(Atlantic 


Eden and Cedar Paul. Viking. $3.50 
Fiction 
Bromfield, Louis. The farm. Harper. $2.50 


Cambridge, Elizabeth. Hostages to fortune. 
Putnam. $2 
Carroll, G. H. 
millan. $2.50 
Choate, Pearson. Motley and 
Appleton-Century. $1.75 
Coon, C.S. The Riffan. (Atlantic Monthly 
Press bks) Little. $2 
Delafield, E. M., pseud. 


As the earth turns. Mac- 


Mr Pinch. 


The provincial lady 


in London. Harper. $2.50 

De La Roche, Mazo. The master of Jalna. 
(Atlantic Monthly Press _bks) Little. 
$2.50 
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Fallada, Hans. Little man, what now: tr. 
from the German by Eric Sutton. Simon. 
$2.50 

Galsworthy, John. One more river. Scrib- 
ner. $2.50 

To be published October 3d. Follows Maid in 
waiting and Flowering wilderness. 

Hare, Martin. The enchanted winter. Har- 
per. $2 

Lane, R. W. Let the hurricane roar. Long- 
mans. $1.50 


Lyttleton, E. J. (G. B. Lancaster, pseud.) 
Pageant. Appleton-Century. $2.50 
MacClure, Victor. Death behind the 
Houghton. $2 
Nathan, Robert. 
Niven, Frederick. Mrs Barry. 


door. 


One more spring. Knopf. $2 
Dutton. $2,50 


Rawlings, M. K. South moon under. Scrib- 
ner. $2 

Sharp, Margery. Fanfare for tin trumpets. 
Putnam. $2 


Walpole, Hugh. Vanessa. Doubleday. $2.50 
The fourth volume in the Herries’ family series. 
Whipple, Dorothy. Greenbanks. Farrar. 
$2.50 
Young, E. H. Jenny Wren. Harcourt. $2.50 
Young, F. B. The house under the water. 
Harper. $2.50 
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Bolivar School Museum Has 
Many Interesting Exhibits 


The Bolivar Central School takes pride in 
its school museum with its many interesting 


exhibits, largely donated by local district 
patrons. 

Besides collections of stamps, birds’ eggs, 
Revolutionary and Civil War relics, Indian 


relics, Colonial implements and similar exhibits, 
the museum has a collection of more than 200 
birds, animals and reptiles of the United States 
mounted in large cases made in the school 
shops. Among the specimens are a family of 
opossums, black, brown and albino woodchucks, 
pileated woodpeckers, a turkey vulture, an 
American egret and the entire fauna of water 
and land birds of Allegany county. The work 
of mounting the bird and animal specimens was 
done by an alumnus of the school, C. H. Stohr, 
who has taken much interest in mounting the 
specimens in the nearest imitation of nature in 
the wild as it is possible to do this work. 


J. F. Whitford, principal of the school, 
reports that teachers, pupils and district patrons 
receive much benefit from the community 


museum. 


Radio Programs 
State Departments 


The program for the October radio broad- 
casts of the three State Departments of Educa- 
tion, Mental Hygiene and Social Welfare from 
station WGY at Schenectady on Mondays at 
6.40 p. m. follows: 

October 2d, “ Making the State Institution 
Dollar Go Further, Part I,” Dr Frederick W. 
Parsons, Commissioner of Mental Hygiene 

October 9th, “ Social Welfare in New York 
State,” Dr David C. Adie, Commissioner of 
Social Welfare 

October 16th, “ State Appropriation for Edu- 
cation,” Dr Lloyd L. Cheney, Assistant Com- 
missioner for Administration, State Education 
Department 

October 23d, “ Making the State Institution 
Dollar Go Further, Part II,” Dr Frederick W. 
Parsons, Commissioner of Mental Hygiene 

October 30th, “ Professional Licensing in the 
State of New York,” Charles B. Heisler, Direc- 
tor, Professional Division, State 
Education Department 


a 


Rural Education Division 

The program for the October 3d to October 
17th radio talks on rural education and rural 
life sponsored by the Rural Education Division 
of the Department and broadcast from station 
WGY at Schenectady on Tuesdays at 12.35 
p. m. follows: 

October 3d, Children’s Program, Miss M. L. 
Best, rural supervisor, Delmar 

October 10th, “ The School Bus and Its Best 
Use,” George G. Preston, superintendent of 
schools, fifth district of Otsego county 

October 17th, “What Has Brought About 
Our New York High Schools,” Dr James B. 
Palmer, State College for Teachers, Albany 


Municipal Finance Problems 
To Be Discussed by Radio 


“The Crisis in Municipal Finance” is the 
title of the series of 19 programs to be broad- 


Licensure 


cast over a nationwide network through station 
WJZ and affiliated stations Tuesday evenings 
at 7.15 o'clock beginning October 3d. This is 
the sixth “ You and Your Government” series 
sponsored by the Committee on Civic Educa- 
tion by Radio of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Radio in Education, and the American 


Political Science Association. 
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Albany Pupil Wins 
Health Poster Contest 


Awards for the fourth statewide health poster 
contest for high school art pupils in New York 
State have been announced. The contest, which 
was carried on under the auspices of the State 
Departments of Health and Education and the 
State Committee on Tuberculosis and Public 
Health, had as its keynote “ Nutrition and 
Health in the Present Emergency.” 

Charles Gilbo of Albany won first prize — 
a four-year scholarship in the College of Fine 
Arts, Syracuse University. This prize was 
donated by the university and is valued at more 
than $2000. 

The second prize of $25, which was con- 
tributed by the New York State Advertising 
Company, was awarded to Russell Wolfe of 
Buffalo. The third state prize of $10, donated 
by the Capitol District Branch of the New York 
State Dietetics Association, was granted to 
Miriam Haas of Buffalo. 

Honorable mention was awarded to the fol- 
lowing: Robert T. Ferguson, Bennett High 
School, Buffalo; Ruth H. Storrier, Onondaga 
Valley Academy, Syracuse; Jean H. Douglas, 
Albany; Josephine Stellas, Bennett High 
School, Buffalo; Rosemarie Corneliesen, Lafay- 
ette High School, Buffalo; Henry Barkhardt, 
Lafayette High School, Buffalo; Violet Ring, 
Bennett High School, Buffalo; Esther Paster- 
nak, Bennett High School, Buffalo; Marian 
Parker, Sherrill High School; Mart Weichold, 
Albany High School; Wesley A. Mallery, 
Sherrill; Audrey Maas, Albany; Olga Kukla, 
Schenectady; Martha Elizabeth Pinder, New- 
burgh Free Academy, Newburgh; Beth Dimick, 
Buffalo. 

One of the judges of the contest was Mrs 
Zara B. Kimmey, supervisor of art, State Edu- 
cation Department. 

The purpose of the contest was to interest 
pupils and through them their parents in the 
important part which a well-balanced diet plays 
in promoting good health. What foods are 
necessary for a nutritious diet and how a well- 
balanced diet can be secured at a reasonable 
cost were included in the information given to 
the pupils and upon which they based their 


posters. 
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Summer Session Enrolments 
Are Reported to Department 


Summer session enrolments in 1933 were 
somewhat lower than in the 1932 session, accord- 


ing to reports received by the Department. The 
enrolments follow: 

Institutions 1932 1933 

Colleges and universities 
ere 145 139 
"i “Sa 2709 2523 
Eee eeren 286 326 
fy ane 5026 
Columbia University .............. 11483 9144 
CO WES oc vcececcucecnes eR a 1486 
Fordham University .........++ee+: 1177 1041 
EE GND oo cccccccccceses no session 60 
Rr 54 63 
Hunter College .. 3420 2633 
131 96 





Ithaca College ... 
Nazareth College ...........++++-+: 111 108 


New York University ............. 5099 4335 
St Bonaventure’s College .......... 210 235 
St Fee UGNGOTOEY .ccccccsvccces 1405 1659 


St awrence University............ 207 177 
Syracuse University on0e 





Union liege (Limited to special 

CEE eeichnkicnesiddeeédaceces 11 
University of Buffalo ............. 58 657 
University of Rochester, College of 

Bate GE BAR vccccecccgccess 1 447 

State teachers colleges and normal schools 

State College for Teachers, Albany.. 1625 1422 
State Teachers College, Buffalo...... 1399 877 
State Normal School, Cortland...... 59 294 
State Normal School, Fredonia...... 458 231 
State Normal School, Geneseo....... 750 600 
State Normal School, New Paltz 451 301 
State Normal School, Oneonta...... 711 618 
State Normal School, Oswego....... 975 528 
State Normal School, Plattsburg..... 228 176 
State Normal School, Potsdam..... . 579 455 


Professional and technical schools 
New York Schocl of Fine and Ap- 
EE eides da dna Guabeeeee soe 95 63 


Union Theological Seminary ....... 136 152 
Eastman School of Music, University 
OF WEEE accicsscecadecsesecs 321 261 


Gloversville School Boy 
Makes Heroic Rescue 


A ten-year-old Gloversville school boy was 
the hero of a thrilling rescue of his baby sister 
and two brothers when fire destroyed the home 
of Mr and Mrs John Flansburg on August 2d. 
Edward Flansburg rushed three times into the 
blazing home and carried his baby sister, aged 
four months, and his one-year-old and three- 
year-old brothers from their beds to safety 
before the firemen arrived. Firemen and police- 
men, city officials and the community generally 
were loud in their praises of the courage of 
the boy, who suffered severe burns and cuts in 
his heroic efforts to save his brothers and 
sister. 
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